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Abstract:
Title: Features of Toxic Relationships and Manipulation Mechanisms in
Bahij Ismail's Play "Youssef's Dream'
Authors: Amani Jamil Ali Al-Attar
This study aims to understand the toxic relationships in the play "Youssef's
Dream" by analyzing the social and psychological factors, manipulation
tactics, and their impact on the characters. It relies on the methods of critical
discourse analysis and psychoanalysis, analyzing the dialogues and stage
directions to reveal the linguistic signs and manipulation tactics. The results
showed that toxic relationships are the result of an interaction of social
factors (such as power and traditions) and psychological factors (such as
trauma and feelings of inferiority). The characters use a variety of
manipulation tactics (such as threats and blackmail), and specific linguistic
signs appear (such as verbal violence and emotional manipulation). Toxic
relationships negatively affect the psychological health of the characters,
and the play includes important psychological symbols (such as the dream
and the land).
Keywords: Toxic relationships, manipulation mechanisms, Egyptian
theater, Bahig Ismail.
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